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CONGRATULATIONS, TED AND
LOIS WELLINGTON, ON 65TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. SCHIFF Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor two outstanding citizens of California’s
27th Congressional District. Ted and Lois Wel-
lington, life long residents of Burbank, Cali-
fornia, celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniver-
sary on March 27, 2002. Over their lifetime,
both Lois and Ted have devoted themselves
to the well being of the greater Burbank com-
munity.

Ted and Lois both attended Burbank public
schools while growing up and met each other
while attending Burbank High School. But it
wasn’t until Ted became the accountant in
Lois’s father’s mechanic shop that they began
dating. They were married on March 27, 1937
and remained in Burbank to raise their family.
They raised two children in Burbank—Barbara
‘‘Dee’’ Erman of Placentia and Frederick
‘‘Rick’’ Wellington of San Gabriel. They are ex-
tremely proud of their two children and are
also blessed to have four grandchildren: Mi-
chael, Lawrence, Edward, and Patrick, and
two great grandchildren: Sean and Haley.

Over the years Ted has worked for Fox Stu-
dios, Lockheed, and he concluded his ac-
counting career in the Los Angeles County
Tax Assessor’s office. Lois, while working for
the City of Burbank Department of Water and
Power, is one of the original founders of the
Burbank Public Employees Association.

Lois’s involvement in the community is not
only limited to Burbank, she has served as the
President of the Retired Public Employees As-
sociation, as the President of the Congress of
California Seniors, as an officer for the Inter-
national Seniors Council Association and as
the Chair of the President’s Council of the Na-
tional Council of Senior Citizens. She is cur-
rently a Senator of the Silver Haired Con-
gress.

Not to be outdone, Ted has been active in
local, county, state, and national politics
throughout his life. Locally he has been per-
sistent in his attempts to attract young people
to politics. And when Ted isn’t reading, he is
tending to his vegetable garden, which some
say produces the best tomatoes in Burbank.

I would like all Members of the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating Ted and Lois Wellington on
their 65th Wedding Anniversary. They have
truly shown devotion not only to each other
but to their family and community as well.

BEAR RIVER MIGRATORY BIRD
REFUGE SETTLEMENT ACT OF 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM MATHESON
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, rise today to
give my whole-hearted endorsement and sup-
port for H.R. 3958, the Bear River Migratory
Bird Refuge Settlement Act.

This bill provides more than just a mere set-
tlement between the federal government and
the State of Utah, it is a model of how state
and federal interests can work together in
order to protect our shared environment.

The Bear River Refuge is an ecological
treasure. Surrounded by a desert and a brack-
ish marsh, the Bear River is truly an oasis for
thousands of birds. In 1843, explorer John C.
Freemont visited the site and said that the
sounds of waterfowl were like ‘‘a thunder, and
the whole scene was animated with water-
fowl.’’

The refuge, however, is threatened. In 1983
the Great Salt Lake breached its banks and
flooded the fragile ecosystem of the refuge.
The pristine waters became contaminated; mi-
crobes, plants, and animals were all put at
risk.

The refuge is now on its way to recovery.
There has been a concerted effort by the fed-
eral government and the state to remediate
the damage caused and return the refuge to
its prior condition.

That job has been complicated, not by the
forces of nature but by the anachronistic ambi-
guities of lines of ownership between federal
and state holdings. The lack of a meander line
survey of the land has led to uncertainty of
ownership within the refuge.

State and federal agencies are unsure of
their jurisdiction, and that uncertainty has sty-
mied the important environmental work that
needs to be completed.

This $15 million agreement would invest
much needed resources into the continued
protection of the refuge-$10 million would be
provided into a wetlands protection account.
The remaining $5 million will be used for de-
velopment, improvement, and expansion of a
trail system throughout the refuge.

This is a good deal for the United States, a
great agreement for Utah, and important step
in preserving a fragile ecosystem.

f

IMPORTANCE OF ORGAN
DONATION

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, after Sep-
tember 11th, Americans proved once again
that they are the most compassionate and

generous people in the world through their fi-
nancial generosity to the victims of the trag-
edy. Unfortunately, organ donors—Americans
who sacrifice for others—are often overlooked.
Organ transplantation is a unique medical pro-
cedure, since it relies on the kindness and
compassion of others—often strangers—to
save lives. Despite the generosity of thou-
sands of donors, however, the supply of or-
gans still falls short of the need.

Currently, there is a nationwide shortage of
available and suitable organs for patients
needing a transplant. Nearly 75,000 people
are currently waiting to receive a transplant,
and every 14 minutes another name is added
to the list. In the last decade alone, the waiting
list has grown by over 300 percent. Because
of low donor rates, thousands of people die
each year for lack of suitable organs.

Through his tragic death, the grandson of
one of my constituents was able to give life
and hope to many others. Corey had been in-
volved with motorcycles since he was a small
boy. He was riding at a motorcycle track, like
he had done many times before, practicing
with his new motorcycle. The cycle over-throt-
tled and crashed into his best friend, who was
riding a motorcycle in the opposite direction.
Corey suffered immediate brain swelling and
never recovered. But fortunately for others,
Corey’s parents chose to donate his organs
and give others the gift of life. I would like to
personally thank them for their gift and com-
mend their great sacrifice in their own time of
mourning.

Through a gracious letter from the donor
services organization, Corey’s family was able
to learn how his gift was able to touch the
lives of so many others. His heart went to a
young 14-year-old in Alabama, who required a
transplant due to a heart defect from birth.
Corey’s liver went to a 67-year-old mother
from Virginia, and his pancreas to a 49-year-
old mother of two from Tennessee.

Donation of a person’s organs is a pro-
foundly selfless act that should be respected
and acknowledged. Out of Corey’s donation,
many lives were touched and many people
now have hope that they might not have had
otherwise. I would encourage all Americans to
follow Corey’s example and register to donate
their organs so that others may live.

f

HONORING ACHIEVEMENTS AND
BIRTHDAY OF CESAR CHAVEZ

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the achievements and birthday this
March 31st of the late Cesar Chavez, a true
pioneer for workers and communities who
rose to become one of our nation’s—and
world’s—greatest advocates of nonviolent so-
cial change.

Cesar Chavez is best remembered for
founding and leading the first successful farm
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workers’ union and becoming the president of
the United Farm Workers of America. His tre-
mendous efforts—and those who worked with
him—improved the lives of tens of thousands
of workers and families, and inspired millions
of people from all walks of life around our na-
tion and world.

Born on a small Arizona farm on March 31,
1927, Cesar Chavez began his life as a farm
worker in the field at age 10. He served in the
United States Navy during World War II.

With the strength of family and the unity of
fellow farm workers, Cesar Chavez became
an organizer with the Community Service Or-
ganization, a civic group of Mexican-Ameri-
cans, in the early 1950s. Soon thereafter, he
moved with his wife, Helen, and eight children
to California’s Central Valley where he found-
ed the National Farm Workers Association.
With his young children by his side, Cesar
would visit California farm communities to
bring public light to the substandard working
conditions and lack of sufficient pay and bene-
fits of thousands of Latino migrant workers
who worked long hours on farms. Chavez led
peaceful boycotts to bring national attention to
the fight for equality and justice for migrant
farm workers. His passionate leadership
brought together a remarkable alliance of stu-
dents, unions, minorities, churches and others
to fight for their fellow men, women, and chil-
dren working in the agricultural sector.

I was proud to be a member of the Cali-
fornia State Senate in 2000 and vote to have
the State of California recognize Cesar
Chavez’s birthday as a day to remember his
good work and to re-ignite our personal and
social passion for continually improving the
conditions of workers and communities across
our nation and world.

So, Mr. Speaker, today I ask all Members of
the United States House of Representatives to
pause and honor a great man, Cesar Chavez,
and the great cause he helped lead of ad-
vancing fairness, justice, and the improvement
of the living and working conditions of our fel-
low human beings.

f

H.R. 3848, WASHINGTON COUNTY,
UTAH RECREATIONAL AND VIS-
ITOR FACILITIES

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM MATHESON
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. MATHESON.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to lend my voice

in support of this important legislation.
Washington County, Utah is one of the fast-

est growing counties not only in Utah, but in
the United States. Within the last ten years the
population of Washington County has grown
by more than 80 percent. The City of St.
George is fast becoming one of America’s pre-
mier retirement and vacation gateway commu-
nities in the country.

With this growth come two very basic
needs. First, all cities, regardless of size, ge-
ography, lay out, structure, or economy, need
water. Nowhere is this need felt more than in
the red rock desert of southwestern Utah.

Secondly, vibrant cities need a place for
people to recreate. They need areas where
families can gather, where picnics can be

held, where activities can be organized, and
communities can come together.

This legislation will help to do both. The bill
authorizes $2.5 million for the construction and
maintenance of the Sand Hallow Recreational
Area. This will help provide the needed re-
sources to allow for the continued water and
recreational resources of Washington County.

As a child, I spent many days in the area
around Sand Hollow. It is a magnificent area,
and a place that will only be enhanced by this
authorization.

f

GREATEST WINTER OLYMICS
EVER

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM MATHESON
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that I rise today to congratulate
the people of Salt Lake City and the State of
Utah, as well as athletes from around the
world for a successful 19th Winter Olympics. I
express my appreciation for the hard work by
the thousands of volunteers of what has been
described as the world’s greatest Winter
Olympics ever.

The Games showed how as Americans, we
have not given up, but have rallied around our
national— and international—banners. Over
27,000 people served as volunteers during the
games. Volunteers made up almost the entire
cast of the opening and closing ceremony per-
formances. Doctors, nurses, businessmen,
housewives, and even teenagers worked for
17 straight days to make sure this event was
one that no one would ever forget.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that as Members of this
body watched the Games on television that
they too saw what I saw: People from through-
out the world coming together to celebrate the
spirit of fair competition and sport. I appreciate
the work of the Congress and the President to
ensure that the games ran smoothly and se-
curely. It is my hope that the Salt Lake Olym-
pic Games will be an example for the world of
how to host a large, safe, secure, and suc-
cessful international event.

f

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL
OF HONOR

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of H. Res. 377 and to
acknowledge the importance of the Ellis Island
Medal of Honor, an award established by the
National Ethnic Coalition of Organizations to
applaud individuals of various ethnic groups
for their contributions to the United States.

The Ellis Island Medal of Honor organization
is a member of the National Ethnic Coalition of
Organizations, the largest organization of its
kind in the United States, representing over 5
million family members and serving as a unit-
ing force for 275 organizations in the fields of
ethnic heritage, culture, and religion. The com-

mitments of this organization include the pres-
ervation of cultural diversity, the promotion of
equality, the battle for justice, and the peace-
keeper among all peoples.

The Ellis Island Medal of Honor serves to
acknowledge individuals whom have accom-
plished personal achievements while pro-
moting their particular heritage. The award is
named in honor of the persistence of
12,000,000 immigrants as they entered a new
world to pursue freedom and economic oppor-
tunity. This award honors the commitments of
peoples seeking to preserve their heritage in a
diverse nation.

The Ellis Island Medal of Honor is important
in that it acknowledges the contributors of our
great nation.

Since the Ellis Island Medal of Honor was
established in 1986, over 1,500 individuals
from many different ethnic groups have re-
ceived the award, including over 5,000 individ-
uals whom are nominated each year. I was
honored to receive the Ellis Island Medal of
Honor and I greatly respect the achievements
of the other recipients of this award.

At the 2002 Ellis Island Medal of Honor
ceremony, contributors to the relief and recov-
ery efforts of September 11 will be honored.
These honorees and other contributors to the
United States will rightly be recognized under
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor for their
achievements and dedication to their country.

f

TOM JOYNER MORNING SHOW

HON. EARL F. HILLIARD
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to the award winning syndicated radio
talk show, ‘‘The Tom Joyner Morning Show,‘‘
and Congresswoman CARRIE MEEK for a job
well done in making sure that everyone was
included in the 2000 Census count.

More than one million people in the African
American community were counted who would
not have been counted, but for the efforts of
this radio program. I also wish to thank Mr.
Joyner, his team, and Kweisi Mfume for their
efforts in turning out the vote in the November
2000 Election. Their numerous presentations
during this critical time on a continuing basis
were outstanding!

Each morning the program was informative,
motivational and highly successful in achieving
its goal. Because of this program, the percent-
age of African-American votes was greater
than that of Whites and other groups of the
voting age population in the state of Florida
and in most Southern states.

The group’s impact was so tremendous that
it served as a catalyst for motivating African-
Americans across this country to register to
vote and participate in the Census count. This
newfound sense of empowerment increased
African-American interest in social and political
affairs; increased their social, financial and po-
litical wealth; and resulted in their becoming
better citizens.

Mr. Joyner has been a creative trailblazer
and by taking the show on the road he has in-
spired, motivated, educated and informed
America. In addition, he has brought his family
into millions of households in America. By ac-
tively participating in the work of ‘‘The Tom
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Joyner Foundation’’ which is an instrument to
give back to the community, he has given
scholarships to help needy students at Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCU’s) and strengthened the African-Amer-
ican concept of parents and children cooper-
ating together to build a greater society.

This is just one of the many programs which
has involved his talented and creative efforts.
His weekly Thursday Morning Moms highlights
the struggles of African-American women ris-
ing to the highest level of family. His weekly
tribute to Real Fathers Real Men; his feature
of Little Known Black History Facts; his feature
of Christmas Wish List; and his feature of Ce-
lebrity Interviews continue to inspire, enlighten
and motivate African-Americans to be proud of
the past, achieve in the present and prepare
for the future.

Mr. Joyner’s leadership on issues which af-
fect African-Americans on a daily basis is su-
perb and outstanding. His ‘‘fly jocking’’ across
America to various cities and states not only
increased the awareness of issues of interests
to the African-American community, but moti-
vated them to take action. He earned this ‘‘fly
jocking’’ title through his dedication to serve
radio audiences in Dallas, Texas and Chicago,
Illinois. Both markets recognized his impres-
sive talent and wanted him at the same time.
Before expanding his presence into 120 mar-
kets across the country, Tom flew from Dallas
to Chicago every day for seven years.

Tom’s actions are commendable and very
much appreciated. The other super stars, i.e.,
J. Anthony Brown, Sybil Wilkes, Miss Dupree,
Myra J., Tavis Smiley, and Donna Richardson
also inform and motivate the public. The Tom
Joyner Morning Show is truly inspirational.

Mr. Joyner and his morning crew have re-
ceived many awards, which reflect their skills,
talents and contributions specifically to Afri-
can-Americans, and generally to all Ameri-
cans.

Lastly and most importantly, I would like to
share a piece of Tom Joyner’s personal his-
tory.

Born to Frances and Hercules Lionel Joyner
of Tuskegee, Alabama, Tom attended elemen-
tary school at the Chambliss Children’s
House, which was a laboratory school located
on the grounds of Tuskegee Institute. He went
on to enroll at Tuskegee Institute High School
where he received his educational training
under the direction of Mrs. Alberta Ritchie, the
mother of famous singer and songwriter Lionel
Ritchie.

During his matriculation at Tuskegee Insti-
tute, Tom played records in the college cafe-
teria after basketball and football games. He
further expressed his love for music and enter-
tainment as a member of a local singing
group, The Commodores. After performing
with the group for two years, Tom asked his
parents’ permission to leave school and tour
with The Commodores. His parents refused to
allow him to drop out of College and follow the
group, but instead, they strongly encouraged
him to finish his education at Tuskegee Insti-
tute.

Upon graduation in 1971, Tom decided to
pursue his dream as a radio announcer. His
mission was to change the face of Black radio
into an advocacy medium, with particular inter-
ests in broadening the awareness of HBCU’s
and increasing voter registration.

Tom is married to fitness expert and trainer
Donna Richardson. He is the father of two

sons—-Thomas Joyner, Jr., the CEO of The
Tom Joyner Foundation and Oscar Joyner, Di-
rector of Marketing for the foundation.

Tom’s efforts and awards cannot go unno-
ticed and must be recorded in history. There-
fore, this insertion in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD is made so that Tom Joyner’s efforts
and all of his positive actions and ‘‘solid gold
programming’’ will be engrossed and embed-
ded in the history of this country.

f

A TRIBUTE TO ALFRED E. MANN

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to
rise today and honor Alfred E. Mann, a great
philanthropist in the Southern California com-
munity and famed national bio-medical re-
searcher. He has dedicated his life to his fam-
ily, his church, and to the search for cures to
the world’s most devastating diseases and af-
flictions.

Alfred Mann was born in Portland, Oregon
in 1925 and has been a resident of Los Ange-
les, California since 1946. He attended the
University of California, Los Angeles and has
received honorary doctorate degrees from the
University of Southern California and The
John Hopkins University.

He has earned his reputation as a bio-
medical pioneer because of his outstanding
accomplishments throughout his professional
life. As the Chairman and co-CEO of Ad-
vanced Bionics Corporation, he manufactured
a developed advanced cochlear implants for
the restoration of hearing and is currently de-
veloping a number of neurostimulation sys-
tems which may prove to be beneficial in
treating those who face paralysis and any
number of neurological disorders. He is also
responsible for the manufacturing of contin-
uous glucose monitoring systems primarily
used for the treatment of diabetes and for the
manufacture of hospital intravenous pumps.

Mr. Mann has made a lifelong commitment
to philanthropy. His countless number of chari-
table donations has made a lasting impact on
our nation. In fact, each year, his name can
be found on the list of the ten most philan-
thropic minded individuals. Two of his largest
donations, 100 million to the University of
Southern California and the promise of 100
million to the University of California, Los An-
geles, will help shape the face of current and
future research at both of these institutions.

Also, as the founder of two medical re-
search foundations—the Alfred Mann Founda-
tion and the Alfred Mann Institute at the Uni-
versity of Southern California—Alfred Mann
has ensured that the biomedical community
will be able to engage in the lasting study of
the diseases and ailments that affect so many
Americans.

Alfred Mann’s dedication to the biomedical
community has and will continue to produce
lasting and important discoveries as our nation
faces the challenge of curing the world’s most
devastating illnesses. His commitment to help-
ing others through research and philanthropy
has and will continue to have a positive affect
for all of us. I ask all Members of Congress to
join me in honoring a man who has given a
lifetime to making a difference in our Nation.

CELEBRATING 20TH ANNIVERSARY
OF TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, on April
10th, we celebrated the 20th anniversary of
the Taiwan Relations Act being signed into
law. Since the time of its enactment, it has
only served to strengthen the position of the
Republic of China on Taiwan, internationally,
as both an economic power and champion of
democracy in Asia.

The Taiwan Relations Act set the premise
for the United States long standing friendship
with the Formosa Island. Throughout the
years, that commitment of friendship has been
met with our continual support of their security
needs, as well as a strong trade partnership.

In closing, I want to commend the wonderful
work of Ambassador C.J. Chen and his staff
in representing the needs and concerns of the
ROC and always extending the friendship of
the Taiwanese to those of us here in Wash-
ington, DC. Through their efforts, I am certain
that the relationship between the United
States and Taiwan, anchored in the Taiwan
Relations Act, will continue to strengthen in
the years ahead.

f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DEAN OF
THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the 24-year legislative career of my
friend, and constituent, Ron Silver. Ron Silver
exemplifies the essence of what it means to
be a public servant. Throughout his legislative
career Ron has served Florida and the people
of Miami-Dade county with dignity and honor.
His peers fondly named him Dean of the Flor-
ida Legislature.

A native of Cambridge, Massachusetts, Ron
and his family moved to Florida in 1958 where
young Ron began laying the groundwork for a
legislative career that would span over two
decades, include five U.S. presidents and six
Florida governors. In 1978, Ron took his ideas
and vision to Tallahassee as a member of the
Florida House of Representatives. There, Ron
worked tirelessly on issues such as health
care, aging and long term care, and criminal
justice. His leadership was rewarded when his
colleagues elected him to two terms as House
Majority Whip and Majority Leader. In these
leadership roles, Ron had the enviable task of
building consensus among of his Democratic
colleagues. Not an easy task, but one that
Ron relished.

In 1992, Ron, with the support of his be-
loved wife, Irene, was elected to the Florida
Senate. In the Senate, he was again elected
to a leadership role as Majority Leader. As a
member of that distinguished body, Ron
stands out as a champion of disadvantaged
Floridians. Ron shares my commitment to re-
ducing Florida’s welfare rolls by promoting
personal responsibility and giving a hand up
as opposed to a hand out. Our partnership
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grew as a result of the historic 1996 welfare
reform act and it continues today as we fund
the critical program known as Temporary As-
sistance for Needy Families (TANF).

Although 2002 brings an end to Ron Silver’s
legislative service, Mr. Speaker, I am certain
Ron will continue serving his community and
the great state of Florida for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of Florida’s Con-
gressional delegation, I salute Ron Silver, on
his twenty-four great years of honorable serv-
ice in the Florida legislature and wish him and
his family the very best in the years to come.
I’m proud to call Ronald Alden Silver my
friend.

f

IN SECULAR INDIA, HINDU LIVES
WORTH TWICE AS MUCH AS MUS-
LIM LIVES

HON. CYNTHIA A. McKINNEY
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, the govern-
ment of India is compensating the families of
those who lost their lives in the recent riots in
Gujarat. While no amount of money makes up
for the loss, this is a decent thing to do and
I salute India for it.

However, Mr. Speaker, I was disturbed to
find out that apparently in the world’s largest
secular democracy, a Hindu life is worth twice
as much as a Muslim life. According to News
India-Times, the Indian government is paying
out 200,000 Rupees each to the families of
Hindus who were killed, but just 100,000 Ru-
pees to the family of each Muslim killed.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is offensive that a
country that claims it is democratic thinks that
the life of one person or group is twice as val-
uable as that of another person or group.
What if our government declared white lives
twice as valuable as black ones, or vice
versa? Would that be tolerated?

The article also notes that during the riots,
‘‘Muslim establishments were targeted in an
organized manner—even when they
masqueraded under Hindu names and were
run in Hindu majority areas.’’ This seems to in-
dicate the government’s hand in the planning
of the riots, an impression that is reinforced by
the fact that the police stood by and let the
carnage happen.

This is simply part of an ongoing Hindu na-
tionalist campaign to wipe out religious minori-
ties. It is unacceptable, Mr. Speaker, and
America must help to put a stop to it. We
should stop all aid to India until all people
enjoy equal rights and we should demand a
free and fair plebiscite in Kashmir, Khalistan,
Nagaland, and the other nations seeking to
get out from under India’s brutal occupation.
These steps will help bring real freedom, sta-
bility, and prosperity to the South Asian re-
gion.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the News
India-Times article into the RECORD.

[From the News India-Times March 29, 2002]
MUSLIMS SUFFER BIAS EVEN AFTER THE RIOTS

AHMEDABAD—The state government has
been booking those responsible for the
Godhra carnage under draconian Prevention
of Terrorism Ordinance (POTO), while those
who targeted Muslims and their business es-

tablishments in an organized manner in the
state are being booked under the milder
Criminal Procedure Code. POTO allows a
person to be held without bail for 30 days.

Rights activists here contended that this
was yet another example of the state govern-
ment’s bias against the Muslim community,
and called for the scrapping of POTO.

Earlier, Chief Minister Narendra Modi’s
government had announced compensation of
Rs. 200,000 ($4,166) for the victims of the
Godhra tragedy, while the amount for those
who died in the widespread retaliatory riots
was fixed at half that amount, Rs. 100,000
($2,083).

Rights activists as well as journalists cov-
ering the riots have noted how Muslim estab-
lishments were targeted in an organized
manner—even when they masqueraded under
Hindu names and were run in Hindu majority
areas.

f

THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL
COURT

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, today a number
of countries will ratify the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court, surpassing the 60
countries needed to bring the Rome Statute
into force. Ratification of this treaty is a nota-
ble achievement for the new foreign policy of
the European Union, which adopted a com-
mon position in support of ratification. Indeed
many of our European allies and our other
friends, such as Belgium, Canada, Finland,
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland and
the United Kingdom, have all ratified this land-
mark international instrument.

Everyone agrees that those who perpetrate
genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes must face justice, either before inter-
national tribunals or before the national courts
of their own countries. And as we recently
heard in the testimony before the Committee
on International Relations, there may be situa-
tions, such as post-conflict societies, where it
is simply impossible for national institutions to
pursue prosecutions of such crimes. For ex-
ample, the International Criminal Tribunals on
the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda have done
excellent work in those specific instances of
gross violations of recognized international
human rights norms.

While many Members of this House have
expressed reservations regarding the exact
form of this Court, we all must now recognize
that it is a reality. Over 60 countries from
every continent have determined that it may
be appropriate at times for an international
court, rather than their own national courts, to
prosecute and try perpetrators of genocide,
crimes against humanity, and war crimes com-
mitted on their territory. Given the concerns
that have been expressed regarding the possi-
bility of overzealous prosecutions coming from
the Court, I believe that it is imperative that we
now all work together to ensure that the Court
is a responsible international actor that ad-
vances the cause of human rights and inter-
national accountability, and fulfills its promise
as a worthy legacy of the Nuremberg Tribunal.

In order to achieve this end, I believe that
the United States must remain engaged in the

creation of the Court and its institutions. In the
Preparatory Commission meetings estab-
lishing the mechanics and operations of the
Court, U.S. diplomats and other officials have
played a key role in shaping this institution.
While I have no illusions that the United
States will ratify the Rome Statute anytime
soon, it would be shortsighted for us to take
steps to neutralize our ability to assist in this
process. In particular, I call on the Administra-
tion not to ‘‘unsign’’ the Rome Statute. As a
signatory and in our observer capacity, we can
continue influencing the form of the Court over
the course of the next year into an institution
that can have the effect of supporting U.S. na-
tional security goals, not damaging them. That
is what we should focus on, not actions that
would isolate us further from our friends and
allies.

Let us move forward constructively with re-
spect to the International Criminal Court. If we
do so, we may well be able to help advance
the cause of human rights and international
justice.

f

NATIONAL ORGAN AND TISSUE
DONOR AWARENESS WEEK

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in recognition of National Organ and
Tissue Donor Awareness Week which begins
April 21–27, 2002. As a nurse, I saw firsthand
how transplants and the generosity of donors
save lives. As a Congresswoman, I have been
proud to help my constituents work through
the process of transplant surgery, and bring
awareness to the importance of donors.

A few years ago my office was fortunate
enough to help a constituent, John Pellegrino
of Floral Park, New York, navigate through the
insurance maze. I’m pleased to note John
celebrates his two-year liver transplant anni-
versary on April 13. However, John’s anniver-
sary is bittersweet, especially for his donor’s
parents, now also his good friends, Harold and
Melinda Yarbrough of Louisiana. In the midst
of facing the agony of losing their precious
daughter Breann, the Yarbroughs gave life to
John and six other people.

It is fitting to honor John and the
Yarbroughs—as well as the thousands of
transplant recipients and donors. According to
the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Congress first designated the third
full week in April as National Organ and Tis-
sue Donor Awareness Week in 1983 (Public
Law 98–99) to raise awareness of the critical
need for organ and tissue donation and to en-
courage all Americans to share their decision
concerning donation with their families. Bone
grafts enable individuals to walk again while
skin grafts save the lives of critically burned
patients, and donated corneas prevent or cor-
rect blindness. Heart valves help repair critical
cardiac defects. Today, more than 79,000
men, women and children wait for an organ
transplant, without an increase in donation,
that number will continue to escalate, Cur-
rently, 16 people die each day because there
are not enough organs available for transplant.
Every day 114 individuals are added to the
national waiting list for organs.
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I commend Breann’s parents for making a

decision that allowed John to live. I am grate-
ful to Breann for her gift to John. We need
more heroes like Breann. With awareness
about organ and tissue donation, more organ
transplants can save and enhance lives.

Join me in bringing awareness to National
Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week,
April 21–27, 2002.

f

IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED
CUTS BY THE BUSH ADMINIS-
TRATION IN THE CENTERS FOR
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVEN-
TION’S (CDC) CHRONIC DISEASE
PROGRAMS

HON. SILVESTRE REYES
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
urge the House to increase funding for the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
(CDC) chronic disease programs including the
CDC’s diabetes control program. The diabetes
control program has been successfully imple-
mented in 16 states and we must continue to
build on this success by assuring its imple-
mentation in all 50 states. Mr. Speaker, it is
important to note that by 2010, it is estimated
that over 10 percent of the population will
have diabetes. In addition, current data sug-
gest that diabetes is the seventh leading
cause of death for Americans living along the
U.S.-Mexico border and the third leading
cause of death for Mexicans living on the
other side of the border. It is estimated that
nearly 30 percent of residents along the U.S.-
Mexico border have diabetes and that one
third don’t even know they have the disease.
Prevention of diabetes and its deadly com-
plications are keys to fighting this horrible dis-
ease.

Chronic diseases like diabetes, heart dis-
ease, cancer, and arthritis are the leading
cause of death in the United States, killing
seven out of ten Americans. The costs of
chronic diseases are staggering, with more
than 70 percent of health care expenditures in
the United States going to combat or treat
chronic diseases. By 2020, it is estimated that
$1 trillion, or 80 percent of health expendi-
tures, will be spent on chronic diseases.

Unfortunately, President Bush’s budget calls
for a $175 million cut in the CDC’s chronic dis-
ease budget. With cuts of these magnitudes,
the CDC will not have the resources it needs
to combat the pending diabetes epidemic. I
urge my colleagues to support a $350 million
increase in the CDC’s chronic disease budget
and to send a clear message that combating
diseases such as diabetes must remain a na-
tional priority.

f

HONORING JOE SESTO

HON. LOIS CAPPS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to pay tribute to an outstanding citizen,
Mr. Joe Sesto, upon the celebration of his

90th birthday. Mr. Sesto has been an extraor-
dinary asset to the City of Santa Maria, Cali-
fornia, as well as to Vandenberg Air Force
Base, since he arrived on the Central Coast in
1950.

Even at the age of 90, it is difficult to find
anyone who is as active in the community as
Mr. Sesto. He continues to serve on several
community boards, and at a recent Santa
Maria Chamber of Commerce annual meeting,
was dubbed ‘‘Mr. Santa Maria.’’ Mr. Sesto re-
ceived the Golden Medallion Award for being
the Chairman of the Local American Heart As-
sociation, and was the President of the Santa
Maria Chamber of Commerce in 1954. He has
also been the Chairman for the Ways and
Means Committee for the Construction of the
Marian Medical Center, which is the primary
hospital in Santa Maria. Mr. Sesto has served
on the County Grand Jury, the County Arts
Commission, the County Health Commission,
and the City of Santa Maria Planning Commis-
sion. He was the Chairman for the Develop-
ment of the Cultural Facilities, Chairman for
the Bond Drive to Build Hancock College Per-
forming Arts Theater and past President of the
Robert Goddard Chapter of the Air Force As-
sociation.

Mr. Sesto is also the Chairman of the Mili-
tary Affairs Committee and has served as liai-
son to Vandenberg Air Force Base since its
inception in 1957. He has received national,
state and local awards for his Air Force Asso-
ciation activities, including the highest civilian
award given by the Air Force, ‘‘The Excep-
tional Service Award.’’ In 1990, Mr. Sesto was
named the Honorary Missileer at the Missile
Competition, and the base auditorium was
named The Sesto Auditorium in 1986.

Joe Sesto has shared his glorious sense of
humor and generous heart with his fellow cen-
tral coast neighbors for many, many years. He
and his wife Philomene, who have been mar-
ried for 67 years, can only be described as
true pillars of the Santa Maria Valley. I am
blessed to know this wonderful individual, and
urge my colleagues to join me in wishing him
birthday greetings on this joyous occasion.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF
PHILLIP AMBRIS SUSTAITA

HON. JOE BACA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, today I would like
to pay tribute to the memory of Phillip Ambris
Sustaita, the loving father of my friend, Luisa
Sustaita. It is with much sadness that I inform
my colleagues of the passing of a great indi-
vidual, a man who filled our world and the
lives of those around him with love, compas-
sion and family values.

Luisa’s father, Phillip, was born on May 10,
1921 in Denver, Colorado, and passed away
on March 17, 2002 at the age of 80. Phillip
Sustaita bravely served his country during
World War II as a member of the United
States Navy. Afterwards, Mr. Sustaita began a
40-year career as a Stationary Engineer with
National Ice and Cold Storage. He lived in
Sacramento, California for 60 years.

Phillip Ambris Sustaita was a hardworking
man and pioneer who raised his family with
love especially his daughter Luisa who was

very special to him. Luisa and her father
shared a very close relationship. Throughout
Luisa’s life her father was a constant source of
love and support. He was a father, mentor and
best friend to her. Luisa will long remember
the wonderful things he brought to her family
and to the lives that he touched. Philip was
and remains a tremendous figure in the
thoughts and memories of his loved ones. His
loss will be felt most deeply.

They say a man is measured by the lives he
touches. Through the Grace of God he Phillip
Ambris Sustaita touched many lives. Philip
was widely admired by family, friends and col-
leagues. He was hard working, dedicated,
committed, disciplined, loving and supporting.
He was everything one would want in a father,
husband, and grandfather. He demonstrated
his commitment to marriage and his family he
provided love and ongoing support to his chil-
dren, grandchildren and played an active role
in raising them. He was a strong person, the
backbone to his family. He possessed hon-
esty, strength, leadership and courage. He
was considered a true friend in every sense of
the word. Luisa’s mother, brothers and sisters
and numerous nieces and nephews, join her
in mourning the loss of their father.

And so Mr. Speaker, I submit this loving
memorial and join with all of those whom he
loved in extending my prayers along with Bar-
bara to Luisa and hope that she may find
peace and comfort during this time of sorrow.
Phillip Ambris Sustaita leaves his legacy in the
heart of his beloved daughter, Luisa Sustaita,
and all those who knew him.

f

IN HONOR OF MR. THOMAS A.
CRAIGG, JR., SERGEANT, USMC
RETIRED

HON. WALTER B. JONES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
it is my honor to stand before you and my col-
leagues today as I talk to you about a man
who, in accordance with his great service to
our nation, will receive two honors that have
been years in coming.

In 1940, Mr. Thomas Craigg enlisted in the
Marine Corps. When War broke out in 1941,
Private First Class Thomas Craigg was on the
Philippine Island of Luzon and Marines were
under Army command distributed along the
Bataan Peninsula.

On the morning of February 24, 1942, ‘‘the
Commanding Officer of Charlie Battery,
mounted a patrol of 75 Marines and Sailors to
investigate an enemy Japanese force. The pa-
trol encountered an enemy, which was far su-
perior in number and well equipped troops
with heavy machine guns and supporting mor-
tars. The Commanding Officer dispatched a
runner to the nearest antiaircraft battery for re-
inforcements with instructions for the gun cap-
tain to report to the commanding officer’s posi-
tion on the bluff overlooking Lapiay Point. Pri-
vate First Class Craigg arrived with his 13-
man squad and engaged two enemy gun em-
placements, which had the main body pinned
down and were dropping mortar and howitzer
rounds among the patrol. With complete dis-
regard for his personal safety, Private First
Class Craigg repeatedly exposed himself to
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enemy fire providing clear and concise guid-
ance to his squad and effectively eliminated
one gun position. He laid down covering fire,
which enabled the patrol to disengage from
the main enemy force and withdraw to another
position.’’

Following Private First Class Craigg’s heroic
actions, his Commanding Officer informed him
that he was going to officially recommend him
for the Silver Star Medal. Unfortunately, Mr.
Craigg’s Commanding Officer was killed in ac-
tion before this recommendation could be
made. Thankfully, Mr. Speaker, while Mr.
Craigg’s Commanding Officer could no longer
retell the story of his courageous actions that
Day in 1942, others never forgot what he did,
and as a result, I am proud to say that on
March 30th, Mr. Craigg will be awarded the
Silver Star Medal for ‘‘extraordinary heroism in
the face of extreme danger.’’

Amazingly enough Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Craigg’s story does not end here. Shortly after
this battle, Private First Class Craigg would be
captured by Japanese forces on the Bataan
Peninsula only to escape a short time later
and make his way via boat to the island of
Corregidor where he would engage the enemy
in battle once again.

After 28 days of further fighting however,
the Marines and Sailors on Corregidor were
ordered to surrender and they were taken
back to Bataan where Private First Class
Craigg would survive the infamous Bataan
death march. Mr. Craigg was eventually sent
on a brutal trip to Japan where he would
spend more than two years working in coal
mines while enduring severe starvation and
beatings. As a result of the beatings he re-
ceived, Mr. Craigg will also be receiving his
third award of the Purple Heart on March 30th.

Despite his traumatic experience as a pris-
oner of war, Mr. Craigg returned to the ranks
and participated in the historic American inva-
sion at Inchon, Korea with the 7th Marine
Regiment. In October of 1963, Mr. Craigg re-
tired from the United States Marines Corps
with the rank of Gunnery Sergeant.

After his retirement, Mr. Craigg’s passion for
the armed service did not wane. He became
very involved in his local chapter of the Dis-
abled American Veterans and from 1981–1983
served as State Commander.

Though born in Arkansas, Mr. Craigg made
the wise decision of marrying a North Caro-
linian, the late Anne Toler. The Craigg family
also includes 5 children: Beverly, Joan, David,
Carroll Wayne and Thomas III. Mr. Craigg now
resides in Jacksonville, which is also fittingly
the home of Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune.

There are few words to aptly praise the
courage, sacrifice, and heart it takes to serve
his country the way Mr. Craigg did during his
twenty-two years in the United States Marine
Corps. As an American, I am deeply grateful
for the sacrifices made all those years ago. As
a man, I am awed by Mr. Craigg’s dedication
to his community, his country, and, of course,
his family. And as a United States Congress-
man, I am humbled by the privilege of being
allowed the opportunity to share the accom-
plishments of Gunnery Sergeant Thomas A.
Craigg, Jr.

We salute you, Mr. Craigg. Your most re-
cent awards have been a long time in coming,
but it is well deserved. God Bless you!

TAXPAYER PROTECTION AND IRS
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 9, 2002

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to express my concern with H.R.
3991, the Taxpayer Protection and IRS Ac-
countability Act, because of the ‘‘527’’ provi-
sion hidden inside of it. This provision is a fee-
ble attempt by the GOP leadership to gut
campaign finance reform by attaching a con-
troversial provision to a popular and passable
taxpayer protection bill.

The ‘‘527’’ provision would have opened a
loophole in the recently passed campaign fi-
nance bill by permitting thousands of dollars of
campaign contributions to escape public dis-
closure. The problem lies in the bill’s provi-
sions to exempt state and local 527s from
Federal reporting as long as they are required
to report ‘‘substantially similar’’ information at
the state level. My problem with that is who
would be the judge of what ‘‘substantially simi-
lar’’ means? The bill makes it easier for fed-
eral candidates and party officials to solicit
funds and coordinate campaigns with 527s.
The bottom line is that this provision would
make it extremely difficult to track these
groups and their activities.

I want a real solution that would ease the
federal filing requirements while closing all
loopholes. I cannot allow all of our progress
made from passing the campaign finance bill
to be underscored by voting for a bill with a
poison pill inserted into it. The amount of hard
work and support put into the campaign fi-
nance reform bill cannot be allowed to be un-
done by passing H.R. 3991.

f

A TOWN MEETING FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE

HON. BERNARD SANDERS
OF VERMONT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I want to take
this opportunity to inform you about a very im-
portant and exciting Town Meeting for Young
People that I held at the University of Vermont
on Monday, April 8, 2002. This meeting
brought young people together from all over
the state of Vermont to discuss some of the
most pressing issues facing our country. Fif-
teen high schools and youth organizations and
about 100 students attended this all day event
and provided some excellent and well-re-
searched testimony that I intend, at a later
date, to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. I want to thank UVM President Ed-
ward Colodny for welcoming the students to
UVM, and I want to thank the University for
their hospitality. I also want to thank Professor
Huck Gutman for spending the entire day with
the students and me and doing an excellent
job in flushing out their ideas.

Let me at this time mention to you who was
at the event and some of the topics that they
addressed. Let me also suggest that other
Members might be interested in putting on
similar events in their congressional districts.

The young people of this country have a lot to
say, and I think that it’s important for members
of Congress to listen to them.

Following are the names of the students
who participated in the Town Meeting and
their schools or youth organizations: Jessica
Walters and Falinda Hough from the Lund
Family Center discussed problems relating to
Teenage Drinking; Dan Hill from YouthBuild
Burlington discussed Affordable Housing
issues; Becca Van Hrn, Eli Brannon and Sam
Parker from Proctor High School talked about
‘‘Free Trade not being Fair Trade’’; Lee Gold-
smith, Greg Howard and Robby Short from Mt.
Anthony High School spoke about Student ID
cards; Ruth Blake from Straight Talk Vermont
talked about the Teen Expressions Dance
Company; Troy Ault, Reid Garrow, Stefanie
Gray, Danielle Harvey and Andrea Shahan
from Straight Talk Vermont discussed the
Problem of Child Labor, Erica Hollner, Katie
Kervorkian, Kerry McIntosh and Bethany Wal-
lace from Mt. Anthony High School talked
about being pen pals with students in Paki-
stan; Matt Alden from the Craftsbury School
spoke about Underage Drinking; Candace
Crosby, Kim Dickenson, Katie Lanigan and
Gladys Wong from Spaulding High School dis-
cussed the issue of Inadequate Financial Aid
for College; Steph Bernath, Nicolette Baron,
Alan Blackman and Halie Paradee from
Lamoille High School talked about the rights of
Abenaki Indians in Vermont; Marcia Lo
Monoco, Sarah Kunz, Delia Kipp and Colin
Robinson from Brattleboro High School talked
about CLEA-Child Labor Education Action and
their trip to Guatemala; Joseph Ferris from
Rutland High School talked about the impor-
tance of Amtrak; Sean Fontaine, James Nich-
ols and Krystal Turnbaugh from YouthBuild
Burlington discussed issues related to Juvenile
Justice; Katie Blanchard, Cady Merrill, Jesse
Butler and Stephanie Horvath from Rutland
High School talked about the issue of Abortion
and parental involvement; Kelly Green from
Craftsbury School talked about the Cost of
College and the Burden of Debt; Peter Hicks,
Kristy Lamb, Brittany Hickman, Evan Worth
and Nick Smith from Lamoille High School dis-
cussed Education Reform; Travis Buck from
Mt. Abraham High School talked about Geneti-
cally Modified Foods; Elizabeth Echeverria
and Damon Rooney from Craftsbury School
spoke about Labor Exploitation; Jessica
Predom and Autumn Rozon from the Boys &
Girls Club of Vergennes discussed Teen
Image issues; Daniel A. May from Rutland
High School talked about Student Representa-
tion on School Boards; Amy Canton, Shana
Griffin, Ashley St. John and Jamie Walbridge
from Spaulding High School discussed Grad-
uated License issues; Megan Sullivan, Matt
O’Brien, Rebecca Emmons, Alex McKenzie
and Carson Gazely from Harwood High
School talked about educational funding and
Other Peoples Children-National Act 60;

Heidi Neil and Martha Mack from Mt. Abra-
ham High School addressed the issue of Teen
Smoking; Keith Blow, Jessica Davis, Jessica
Oakes, Shirlaine Miller and Ruhin Yuridulla
from Spaulding High School talked about their
concern regarding Income Taxes for Student
Workers; Chastity Norris and Kim Lunna from
Mt. Abraham High School gave their views on
the need for a National Civil Unions; Amy
Downs and Anissa Coward from YouthBuild
Burlington talked about Affordable Childcare;
Lindy Stetson from Mt. Abraham High School
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talked about Drug Testing for Students; Thom-
as Lamson, Vanessa Hinton and Monica
Brooks from Spaulding High School spoke
about the Attack on Individual Rights; Jack
Fleisher and Elden Kelly from Mt. Mansfield
High School talked about Alternative Energy
Vehicles; Jonathan Edmondson from Rice Me-
morial High School spoke about Arafat: Lead-
er of Freedom Fighters or Terrorist Leader;
Tim Fitzgerald from Rice Memorial High
School spoke about US Aid to Third World
Countries; Elizabeth Christolini from Rice Me-
morial High School talked about Bettering
Education; Rebecca Lee Marquis from Rice
Memorial High School talked about a Multi-
national Impact; Timothy Plante from Rice Me-
morial High School addressed the issue of
Israel and Palestine: Change of Leadership
For Progress; Hailey Davis from Rice Memo-
rial High School discussed Is NATO Nec-
essary?; and Pierson Booher also of Rice Me-
morial High School discussed the issue of The
Arab-Israel Conflict and America’s Position.

I am extremely proud of all of the students
who attended this Town Meeting. I was deeply
impressed by their testimony and applaud
their initiative in seeking to make their commu-
nities a better place in which to live. Too often,
in my view, the media focuses on the prob-
lems facing young people. As a nation we do
not pay enough attention to the hard and con-
structive work being done by millions of stu-
dents and their teachers all across our nation.

Let me conclude by thanking all of the young
people and their teachers for their participa-
tion.

f

U.S. MARSHALS SERVICE

HON. CHRIS CANNON
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2002

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
speak about a little-known but tremendously
important part of the Department of Justice:
the United States Marshals Service. The Mar-
shals play a critical role in areas we take for
granted, such as court security and prisoner
transportation. And for that, the Marshals
should be applauded.

However, I recently learned of the efforts of
an elite part of the Marshals Service—the
Special Operations Group (SOG). Lead by
Commander Scott Flood and Executive Officer
Walter ‘‘Keith’’ Ernie, the Special Operations
Group is based in Camp Beauregard, Lou-
isiana. This all-volunteer team of more than 90
professionals is to be commended for their
willingness to take on any assignment, no
matter how dangerous, in pursuit of Justice
and the safety and stability of our country.

Just last weekend, members of the Special
Operations Group flew to Puerto Rico to deal

with protesters on Vieques Island, while others
came to Virginia to provide special protection
for those being prosecuted in America’s war
on terrorism. During the September 11th cri-
sis, the Special Operations Group helped se-
cure airports around the country, preserve evi-
dence at the Pentagon and World Trade Cen-
ter crash sites, and protect federal judges and
courthouses from other threats.

While much of this is all in a day’s work, I
am amazed that this group of men and
women actually volunteer to take on the extra
challenges and greater dangers of being a
SOG member. Those in the Special Oper-
ations Group receive no extra pay. Yet, the
training and the missions are incredibly de-
manding. And the demands are not just on the
members themselves, but on their families—
being a member of SOG requires extensive
travel away from wives, husbands, and chil-
dren.

Nevertheless, Commander Flood and his
team work quietly outside of the spotlight to
make sure that the tough jobs get done.

Much of what SOG does cannot be dis-
cussed on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Nevertheless, I believe that the
men and women of the United States Mar-
shals Service’s Special Operations Group are
true heroes. And I, for one, am grateful for
their service to our Nation.
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